
 

Movements for Communication 

 
All communication requires movement. 

Children, adolescents and adults with 

movement and communication chal-

lenges may be unable to move their 

bodies in an intelligible way for 

communication. 

Assessment and implementation of 

Alternative and Augmentative commu-

nication (AAC) requires knowledge of 

and focus on the whole person, the 

complexity of his or her disability and 

the strategies needed to access AAC. 

Standardized cognitive assessment requires observation of a motor response 

(point/look) to an object or to manipulate objects. The motor response may be 

very challenging for individuals with a severe physical disability. Therefor if an 

individual does not have access to a robust vocabulary system or is unable to 

move in an intelligible way, cognition cannot be accurately assessed. It is 

important to have open expectations for learning and communication. 

The target audience of the workshop is: 

Professionals and relatives of people with motoric and communication impair-

ments. 

 - Occupational therapists, Speech Pathologists, Physiotherapists, Teachers, 

Care workers, Special needs assistants, Parents, other communication 

partners etc.   

If possible it is recommended that two or more individuals from a network 

around a person with movement and communication challenges participate in 

the workshop to subsequently to work towards a common goal, each with his or 

her professional knowledge.  

The workshop runs for 3 days (9.00-16.00), and it is not linked to a particular 
communication system. 

 

Content of the workshop: 

Information and strategies to understand the importance of movement to access 

AAC including: 

 Key issues surrounding motor skills that are important for active 

participation and learning:  

o Specific movement patterns.  

o Implications of using limiting patterns, in relation to frequently used 

movements for communication. 

o The role of sensory processing on learning movements and how to 

enable participation.  

 The importance of healthy positions and movements for active participation 

and learning throughout the day. 

 The purpose of learning movements to access AAC is to support auto-

nomous communication in the real world. 

 

Assessment and strategies to support the development of movement for 

intelligible autonomous communication, including: 

 Strategies to embed healthy positions and movements for active partici-

pation and learning throughout the day ad in all environments. 

 Teaching movements for communication.  

 Teaching/learning strategies to develop operational skills.  

 Parallel programming – developing communication, language and literacy in 

parallel to developing movements to access light/high tech. 

 Ideas for setup and strategies for play and learning.  

 Adjacent aids and tools of importance for communication.  

 

The language at the workshop is English well supported with video examples 

and practical tasks for the participants.  

 

The presenters speak an easy and understandable English. 

  



 

Practical information 
 

Presenters:  Physiotherapist Viki Newton and occupational therapist 

Fiona Beauchamp, CPEC, Melbourne 
 

Fee: 445 Euro. for professionals  

(Incl. meals) 375 Euro for relatives 
 

Registration: Not later than Friday; 1th of July 2016, using 

www.nettilmeldinger.dk/movements 

 Registration opens in January. 

 

Contact: Britta Husted, britta@tavsgruppen.dk  

 Edda Medici, edda@tavsgruppen.dk  

 

Lodging:  Not included.  

 

Organizers: TAVSgruppen (AAC group) and ISAAC Denmark. 

 

Venues  will be announced shortly on www.isaac.dk and 

www.podd.eu  

 

The presenters 

 
Viki Newton 

Viki Newton is a senior physiotherapist and Fiona 
Beauchamp is a senior occupational therapist.  

They work at CPEC - Cerebral Palsy Education 

Centre - in Melbourne, which is a teaching and 

training Centre for children and adolescents with 
physical disabilities. They also run a private 
practice. 

The Centre is also known for Gayle Porter’s work 
with PODD communication. At CPEC they work 
determinedly for the children’s opportunities to 
communicate via AAC solutions.  

Both therapists are experienced in working with 
people with complex disabilities and all ages. 

 
Fiona Beauchamp  

 

 

 

 

Movements for Communication 

- And accessing technology 
 

3-days workshop 

 

Aalborg:  

21. – 23. September 2016 

 

Copenhagen:  

26. – 28. September 2016 
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